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FAQs

What is Just Stop 0il?

Just Stop QOil is a coalition of groups working together to ensure the
Government commits to halting new fossil fuel licensing and
production.

What does Just Stop Oil want?

We demand that the government immediately halt all future licensing
and consents for the exploration, development and production of
fossil fuels in the UK.

Why is Just Stop Oil needed?

“The scientific evidence is unequivocal: climate change is a threat to
human wellbeing and the health of the planet. Any further delay in
concerted global action will miss a brief and rapidly closing window
to secure a liveable future”

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change, Sixth Assessment
Report, Working Group Il Co-Chair Hans-Otto Portner, 28th
February 2021

“If governments are serious about the climate crisis, there can be no
new investments in oil, gas and coal, from now — from this year.”

https://juststopoil.org/fags/
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Professor Sir David King, former UK Government Chief Scientist,
February 2021

Our government wants to green light 40 new North Sea oil and gas
fields, this is not compatible with protecting UK citizens, our brothers
and sisters in the global south, or signalling to the world what action
is needed to tackle the Climate and Nature crisis. The Government
could pick up and pass the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill
(CEEBIll), instead they are steamrolling and plan to continue
steamrolling new oil and gas.

Extinction Rebellion and Insulate Britain have demonstrated that
Civil Disobedience works. They also show that we need to do
significantly more to stop the greatest crime against humanity. That’s
why we are moving into Civil Resistance — it's no longer about a
single project or campaign, it's about resisting a Government that is
harming us, our freedoms, rights and future, and making them work

for us.
What is Nonviolent Civil Resistance?

Civil Resistance is a powerful way for people to Nonviolently
demand their rights, freedom, and justice. When people wage
NonViolent Civil Resistance, they use tactics such as strikes,
boycotts, mass protests and disruption to withdraw their cooperation
from the state.

What are you going to do?

We are willing to take part in NonViolent Direct Action targeting the
UK’s oil and gas infrastructure should the Government fail to meet
our demand by 14 March 2022.

Will there be arrests?

https://juststopoil.org/fags/
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and moral duty to act.
Who funds you?

We receive donations from members of the public who support the
campaign and have received donations from foundations and groups
who are as terrified as we are about the unfolding climate crisis.

What do you do with your money?

Apart from tea and sandwiches we use the funds to organise, pay
for accommodation and travel costs.

How do | donate?
Follow the link here.
How do | get involved?

Attend one of our in-person meetings happening all over the country:

or jump into a Zoom meeting if there isn’t one near you!

Just Stop Oil | Privacy Policy

A

Just Stop Oil © 2022
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WE QUIT

December 31, 2022 by Extinction Rebellion

When XR burst onto the scene four years ago, few could have imagined the seismic shift
it would bring about in the climate movement, the climate conversation, and the world
at large.

But despite the blaring alarm on the climate and ecological emergency ringing loud and
clear, very little has changed. Emissions continue to rise and our planetis dying at an
accelerated rate.

The root causes? A financial system prioritising profits over life, a media failing to
inform the public and hold power to account, and a reckless government entrenched in
corruption and suppressing the right to protest injustice.

As we ring in the new year, we make a controversial resolution to temporarily shift away
from public disruption as a primary tactic. We recognise and celebrate the power of



disruption to raise the alarm and believe that constantly evolving tactics is a necessary
approach. What’s needed now most is to disrupt the abuse of power and imbalance, to
bring about a transition to a fair society that works together to end the fossil fuel era.
Our politicians, addicted to greed and bloated on profits won’t do it without pressure.

We must be radical in our response to this crisis and determined in our efforts to
address the climate and ecological emergency, even if it means taking a different
approach than before. In a time when speaking out and taking action are criminalised,
building collective power, strengthening in number and thriving through bridge-
building is a radical act.

XR is committed to including everyone in this work and leaving no one behind, because
everyone has a role to play. This year, we prioritise attendance over arrest and
relationships over roadblocks, as we stand together and become impossible to ignore.

The conditions for change in the UK have never been more favourable —it’s time to seize
the moment. The confluence of multiple crises presents us with a unique opportunity to
mobilise and move beyond traditional divides. No one can do this alone, and it’s the
responsibility of all of us, not just one group. It may be uncomfortable or difficult, but
the strength of all social, environmental, and justice movements lies in working
together. As our rights are stripped away and those speaking out and most at risk are
silenced, we must find common ground and unite to survive.

It’s no secret that those in power are hoarding wealth and power at the expense of
ordinary people, while ignoring the consequences of their greed. Emissions continue to
rise, but they couldn’t care less. But people do care, and changes to democracy that free
and empower the voices of the people through Citizens Assemblies could balance the
tables and bring about the positive societal tipping point we all need.

Choose Your Future — 21st April and beyond — The Big One — Houses of Parliament —
100,000 people.

Read more here.

SHARE

RECENT ARTICLES
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Make Them Pay demand tax on billionaires
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OCCUPIED! Protesters occupy City Of London insurers’
offices demanding they reject climate-wrecking
projects in UK and Africa

October 18,2023 by Extinction Rebellion

Email: press@extinctionrebellion.uk

Phone: +44(0)7756 136396

Early photo and video drop:

https://tinyurl.com/44w54d5j
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High Resolution Press Assets:

https://tinyurl.com /ymtf5fxp

Livestream available and available afterwards
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1ExhXVlz-0

Ten City of London insurance companies are targeted by activists calling on them
to stop insuring West Cumbia coalmine and East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline NOW!

Hundreds of protesters are today (18th October) occupying the plush City of London
offices of ten Lloyd’s of London insurers demanding they rule out insuring the proposed
West Cumbria coal mine and the East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP).

The occupations started as a huge crowd gathered outside Standard Bank. The protests
are in collaboration with Fossil Free London’s “Oily Money Out” mass action — at which
Greta Thunberg was arrested yesterday — and in solidarity with Extinction Rebellion
Gauteng in South Africa. In Johannesburg activists were recently met with brutality by
security personnel hired by Standard Bank as they peacefully called for dialogue to end
the financing of new coal projects [1].

The protesters marched waving banners saying “Don’t Insure EACOP” and “Don’t
Insure West Cumbria Mine” to three high profile buildings including the “Walkie
Talkie” (pictured) where in a coordinated swoop, activists are causing disruption in the
office foyers of Ascot, Talbot, Chaucer, Markel, Allied World, CNA Hardy, Tokio Marine
Kiln, Sirius International and Lancashire Syndicates. The activists are staging a sit-in
and refusing to leave.

Insurers from Lloyd’s of London have come under increasing pressure to rule out
offering insurance to both the West Cumbria coal mine and EACOP [2], including
protests at offices across the UK with hundreds of students entering the job market
refusing to work for them.

Claude Fourcroy, a spokesperson for Money Rebellion said: “We are calling on all the
banks and insurers behind the West Cumbria mine and East Africa Crude Oil Pipelines
to cut their ties now. Both of these projects will fuel climate breakdown. Lloyd’s of
London and the insurers in its market sit at the centre of a web of climate wreckers in
the City of London, alongside Barclays and HSBC.”

Joining the protests are community members from Cumbria and Uganda, sharing the
united call to insurers and banks to stop underwriting deadly fossil fuel projects. The
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UK Climate Change Committee warned that the West Cumbria Mine would increase
UK’s domestic emissions and make the government’s legally-binding domestic
emissions budgets difficult to meet. [3]

The massive 1443 km East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline will wreak havoc on communities,
jeopardise ecosystems and water supplies. and eliminate the possibility of Earth
remaining habitable. There can be no new fossil fuels anywhere if global heating is to
remain under 1.5C. [4]

Scientists say we are dangerously close to crossing the globally agreed threshold of 1.5C
this year. [5] Neither project will be able to go ahead without financial and insurance
backing.

Andrew Taylor, Coal Action Network commented: “West Cumbria Mining Ltd wants to
dig coal here right up until 2049 — when we’re supposed to have reached net zero by
2050! They’re not looking at the impact of how burning it would damage the climate
and nature. The UK government talks about us having energy security but the truth is,
if the mine goes ahead, 85% of the coal would be exported.” [3]

Patience, a youth activist from Fridays for Future Uganda said: “We have gathered here
today to demand that insurers cut ties with EACOP. By supporting this deadly fossil fuel
project they undermine any climate commitments they have made. People in Uganda
are facing human rights violations in the name of this project. This has to end.” [6]

In a further surprise move, Fossil Free London is simultaneously disrupting the Canary
Wharf offices of Total Energies, a majority shareholder in EACOP.

The protests come on the second day of the Fossil Free London “Oily Money Out”
protests targeting the Energy Intelligence Forum at the InterContinental Park Lane
Hotel in London, where fossil fuel corporations, including Shell, Total and Equinor, are
talking to government ministers. The Forum is taking place in the run up to the COP28
Climate Conference, which has already been captured by the fossil fuel industry, with
the appointment of Al Jaber, chief executive of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
(ADNOC) as the COP28 President.

Joanna Warrington, campaigner with Fossil Free London said: “We can’t allow London
to welcome the climate-wrecking elite when droughts, floods, and wildfires rage across
the world. London’s banks and finance sector have been ignoring all the warning signs
while pouring billions into fossil fuel expansion. Their profit is our loss. Financing new
fossil fuel developments is incompatible with a safe future.”
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Notes to Editors

[1] Standard Bank brutalises climate activists: a call to boycott Standard Bank for the

sake of our planet https://extinctionrebellion.org.za/25060/standard-bank-brutalises-

climate-activists-a-call-to-boycott-standard-bank-for-the-sake-of-our-planet/

[2] Insure our future, Not the EACOP: Who’s backing the pipeline and who’s ruled it

out? https://www.stopeacop.net/insurers-checklist

[3] Climate Change Committee letter: Deep Coal Mining in the UK

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-deep-coal-mining-in-the-uk/

[4] New fossil fuels ‘incompatible’ with 1.5C goal, comprehensive analysis finds
https://www.carbonbrief.org/new-fossil-fuels-incompatible-with-1-5¢-goal-
comprehensive-analysis-finds

[5] Berkeley Earth: September 2023 Temperature Update

https://berkeleyearth.org/september-2023-temperature-update/

[6] Human rights violations from EACOP https://www.stopeacop.net/for-people

Oily Money Out

Fossil Free London supported by Extinction Rebellion and Greenpeace have mobilised
hundreds of activists to shut down this year’s Oil & Money conference. Greta Thunberg
was amongst the activists arrested yesterday. Taking place at London’s InterContinental
Hotel, the Oil & Money summit brings together the CEOs of the world’s largest fossil
fuel companies with politicians such as UK Minister for Energy Security and & Net Zero,
Graham Stuart. Nicknamed ‘The Oscars of Oil, the summit rebranded itself last year, in
a purely cosmetic move, as the ‘Energy Intelligence Forum’.

Oil companies are pushing us to societal collapse. They have corrupted our politics to
protect themselves and their profits. We need them and their oily money out. Out of our
politics. Out of COP28. Out of power. Qily Money Out

East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP)

EACOP would carry 216,000 barrels of crude oil per day, or 10.9 million metric tons per
year, at ‘plateau production’. The European Parliament has adopted a groundbreaking
resolution that officially recognises the disastrous consequences for both human rights
and the climate due to the construction of the EACOP.

14

1 FIISI(1"G I THUB | P $% (2@ I"#1" #@ $% @$(1@ )@9 12 1@(14% " #@ )(§"#@2"4512(1 @!7"@ ""$|@$9(45!"@A "$B(1 @ "E



7/16/24, 2:20 PM OCCUPIED! Protesters occupy City Of London insurers’ offices demanding they reject climate-wrecking projects in UK and Afri...

#StopEACOP is a global alliance campaigning for an end to the proposed pipeline and
associated oil fields at Tilenga and Kingfisher. The project would transport oil along a
1,443-kilometre heated pipeline from Hoima, Uganda, to the port of Tanga in Tanzania.
The campaign is gathering momentum, building pressure on the remaining supporters
and financiers of the project. AEGIS London, Arch Capital Group Ltd and Britam
Holdings recently announced they would not offer the project insurance coverage.
European Parliament passes emergency resolution against human rights violations &
environmental threats linked to EACOP

HOME — #StopEACOP

EACOP Project

West Cumbria Coal Mine

West Cumbria Mining Ltd wants to extract 2.78 million tonnes of coking coal annually
until 2049, in what would be the UK’s first new underground coal mine in 30 years. The
coal mine faces two legal challenges, as well as fierce public opposition with 115,000
people joining the campaign.

Key facts: Whitehaven coal mine
Stop the Cumbria Coal Mine! | 38 Degrees
Hearing delayed — challenges against Whitehaven coal mine approval

Standard Bank

Today’s protest started at the South African owned Standard Bank, who have come
under pressure to rule out investment in the East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline. They are the
last remaining bank of the five largest banks in Africa to rule out insuring the project

Standard Bank isolated as other South African banks steer clear of Total’s EACOP oil
pipeline — #StopEACOP

protest

Pressure mounts on insurers
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Insurers from Lloyd’s of London have come under increasing pressure to rule out
insuring both the West Cumbria coal mine and EACOP, facing protests at offices across
the UK, creative protest and hundreds of students refusing to work for insurers who
continue to insure fossil fuels. 6 insurers have so far ruled out underwriting the West
Cumbria mine (AEGIS Managing Agency, Argenta Syndicate Management, Hannover
Re,Talanx and Atrium Underwriters Ltd) While 23 insurers and 27 banks have ruled out
involvement with the East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline.

Money Rebellion

Money Rebellion is a sister organisation of Extinction Rebellion comprised of activists,
economists, bankers and others, who, through direct action, campaigning, and sharing
expertise, seek to expose the root causes of our climate emergency: the financial systems
dependent on endless growth, and the greedy and powerful who continue to profit from
the status quo.

Coal Action Network

Coal Action Network works for an end to coal use in power generation and steel
production; coal extraction and coal imports in the UK; and for justice for communities
affected by the UK’s current and historical involvement with coal. They do so by
working in solidarity with communities on the frontlines of coal extraction in the UK
and in countries where coal is mined for consumption here, or where it is supported by
the UK’s financial institutions.

RELATED TOPICS

SHARE
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Activists scale East Sussex County Hall roof to demand council cuts ties with Big Oil

08/07/24
Protesters expose Barclays greenwash at Wimbledon
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Secret location for Extinction Rebellion’s mass occupation Upgrade Democracy revealed
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The floods are here!

October 28, 2024 by Extinction Rebellion

Photos | press@extinctionrebellion.uk | +44(0)7756136396

A pink boat sailed through the City of London as hundreds of Extinction Rebellion
activists occupied world-famous buildings, staged climate crime scenes and mass
die-ins and marched to demand insurers stop insuring climate breakdown.

Extinction Rebellion occupied the world-famous Walkie Talkie tower and sailed an
iconic pink boat through the streets of the City of London today (Monday) to kick off a
week of mass protests in the capital and across the UK calling on the insurance industry
to stop insuring fossil fuel criminals who are heating up the planet and flooding our
homes.

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/2024/10/28/the-floods-are-here/ 1 7
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An inflatable version of the boat that made its game-changing first XR appearance in
Oxford Circus in April 2019 was hoisted on the shoulders of activists, holding smoke
flares and wearing extreme wet weather gear, surrounded by hundreds of protestors.

This morning, groups of protestors staged a dramatic wave of insurance occupations
across the City. They occupied the lobby of the Walkie Talkie building, home to insurers
Ascot, Talbot, Chaucer, Markel, Allied World, CNA Hardy, Tokio Marine Kiln, Sirius
International and Lancashire Syndicates, and 60 Gracechurch Street, where insurers
Allianz have offices.

Supporters of Scientists for XR wearing white lab coats entered the lobby of the
Prudential Regulation Authority, the insurance industry’s regulatory body overseen by
the Bank of England, on Moorgate. The PRA could halt new fossil fuel projects — but
they’re choosing profit over planet.

Activists from Christian Climate Action staged a protest inside 22 Bishopsgate where
Hiscox, an insurer that is refusing to rule out insuring the East Africa Crude Oil ‘carbon
bomb’ pipeline, is headquartered.

At 20 Gracechurch Street, the offices of insurers AXA, medical professionals from Health
for XR staged a street picket to express their serious concerns about the health impacts
of the climate crisis that the insurance industry is enabling.

Huge lines of workers formed outside the Walkie Talkie and 22 Bishopsgate as a security
clampdown was hurriedly staged. Protesters at all five offices handed out leaflets to
arriving workers calling on them to be superheroes and pressure their businesses to get
out oil, gas and coal insurance. They also delivered ultimatum letters to insurance CEOs
warning they would face more actions unless they pull the plug on their fossil fuel
clients.

This afternoon, activists will stage mass die-ins in streets and outside insurance offices
across the City to symbolise the billions who are threatened with misery, hunger and
death from floods, heatwaves, famine, social unrest and war if insurers continue to
enable climate breakdown.

Hundreds of XR marchers, accompanied by samba drummers, will visit each occupation
site and the offices of other insurers in the City with banners reading Insure Our
Survival. At several offices, they are staging Climate Crime Scenes taping off the
pavement and entrances with police tape.
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Outside the Royal Exchange, speeches by Global South climate activists, XR Scientists,
XR co-founder Gail Bradbrook, music by Rebel and the Banned, and theatrics from the
Crude Oil Mechanics will drive home the message that extreme weather is wrecking
lives and causing mass death and that the insurance industry must shoulder some of
the blame.

Mass phone calling and email actions and social media storms by Digital Rebellion saw
insurance executives bombarded with demands from around the world to drop their
fossil fuel clients, and pull out of ‘carbon bomb’ projects that are flooding our homes.

Insure Our Survival spokesperson Steve Tooze said: “Each day this week we will be
telling a story about the terrible impact that insurers are having on the lives of ordinary people
here and across the world by insuring fossil fuel criminals to keep digging and drilling for oil,
gas and coal and heating up the planet.

“Today we are highlighting the climate crisis-driven extreme weather that we have seen
causing floods that have wrecked homes and farmland across the UK, as well as in Europe, the
USA and the Global South.

“We want to make clear the dirty trick that insurers are playing on us all by insuring fossil fuels
that cause flooding and then charging us more to insure our homes — or refusing to insure them
at all — because the risk of flooding has increased.

“The campaign has targeted 52 insurers and we aim to permanently toxify these insurance
brands in the minds of the public and the business community by strongly linking them with
the fossil fuel companies who are causing the climate chaos we all see getting worse every day.

“But we will also be making an appeal to the insurance industry and the people working in it —
to use their power to pull the plug on fossil fuels by refusing to insure new oil, gas and coal
projects and infrastructure.

“Every insurer that declares they will do so will be instantly removed from our target list.
Failure to do so will mean the risk of repeated visits this week, and in the weeks and months to
come, until they meet our demand.

“Major insurers Zurich pulled out of new oil and gas after our week of actions in February.
Italy’s biggest insurer Generali went a long way to doing the same last week. Now it’s time for
the rest to get on to the right side of history by following in their footsteps.”

Extinction Rebellion will be staging another two days of protests and actions in the City
of London before activists stage more than 30 actions against insurance offices and

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/2024/10/28/the-floods-are-here/ 1 9
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businesses in towns and cities across the UK from Thursday 31 October to Saturday 2
November.

About Extinction Rebellion

Extinction Rebellion (XR) is a decentralised, international and politically non-partisan
movement using nonviolent direct action and civil disobedience to persuade
governments to act justly on the Climate and Ecological Emergency.

Donate | Support our work

What Emergency? | Read about the true scale of the climate crisis
Why Citizens’ Assemblies? | Breaking the political deadlock

XR UK Local Groups | View a map of all local groups

XR UK website | Find out more about XR UK

XR Global website | Discover what’s going on in XR around the globe

Time has almost entirely run out to address the climate and ecological crisis which is
upon us, including the sixth mass species extinction, global pollution, and increasingly
rapid climate change. If urgent and radical action isn’t taken, we’re heading towards

4° C warming, leading to societal collapse and mass loss of life. The younger generation,
racially marginalised communities and the Global South are on the frontline. No-one
will escape the devastating impacts.
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‘They predict a riot’ Extinction Rebellion warn fossil
fuel insurers could spark social unrest

October 30, 2024 by Extinction Rebellion

Photos | Video 1 | Video 2 | press@extinctionrebellion.uk | +44(0)7756136396

A protestor was arrested as Extinction Rebellion scaled and occupied insurance
buildings and unleashed the Four Insurers of the Apocalypse to warn of looming
social collapse and unrest [1] in a third day of actions targeting insurers in the City
of London.

One protestor was arrested today (Wednesday) as Extinction Rebellion’s Insure Our
Survival campaign escalated their week of actions in the City of London demanding that
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insurers stop insuring the oil, gas and coal projects causing extreme weather such as the

terrifying floods that have killed at least 51 people Valencia and other cities in Spain.

One arrest happened as ten XR activists in business suits occupied the offices of insurers

AIG Talbot — major insurers of fossil fuels — in Fenchurch Street. They have unfurled
banners reading “AlIG Stop Insuring climate criminals” and read out a statement
demanding that the firm immediately stop insuring all new oil, gas and coal.

Some of the group handed out leaflets to staff asking them to be superheroes by
pressuring their bosses to pull the plug on insuring the deadly expansion of fossil fuel

exploration and production, while others played a giant game of Climate Collapse Jenga

in the street outside.

One activist was arrested for an alleged breach of bail conditions while taking partin a
‘soft blockade’ outside the building, handing leaflets to arriving staff and holding
banners reading “Insure Our Survival” and “Stop EACOP”, a reference to the planet-
wrecking ‘Carbon bomb’ East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline that will only be possible if the
developers can get insurance.

This afternoon, three Extinction Rebellion protestors scaled the outside of the famous
Walkie Talkie building in the City, home to insurers Ascot, Talbot, Chaucer, Markel,
Allied World, CNA Hardy, Tokio Marine Kiln, Sirius International and Lancashire
Syndicates.

The trio took positions above the main revolving entrance doors and put up banners

reading “Insure Our Survival” and “Insuring fossil fuels = Climate Chaos”. At the time of

writing, all three were still in position and large numbers of police and security had
sealed off the doors and surrounding area.

Meanwhile, eight university students from the Education Climate Coalition staged a
protest outside of the offices of QBE Underwriting and Aspen Management Agency in
Fenchurch Street warning insurers: “Stop insuring fossil fuel projects or graduates will
refuse to work for you.”

The group, from universities including London School of Economics, University College

London and Imperial College London, held banners reading “Students won’t work for
fossil fuel insurers” and “QBE & Aspen you won’t get our brains.”

One in three 18 to 24 year olds has “climate quit” companies with poor environmental

policies. [2] Education Climate Coalition spokesperson Shana Sullivan, a University

College London graduate and part-time PhD student, warned: “Any graduate with a

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/2024/10/30/they-predict-a-riot-extinction-rebellion-warn-fossil-fuel-insurers-could-spark-social-unrest/#:~:text=A prote.
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conscience wouldn’t want to contribute to these injustices. We want to ensure fellow students
and graduates know about it, and implore these companies to change their policies.”

The dramatic actions happened as hundreds of XR protestors marched through the
streets of London staging a series of theatrical events that highlighted the focus of the
day — the social collapse and unrest that will happen in the wake of flooding caused by
the climate crisis that the UK’s top insurers are underwriting.

Throwing the government’s red budget briefcase into shade, the Four Insurers of the
Apocalypse strode into the City of London with scarier versions. Three of the fearsome
four toted red briefcases packed with Flood, Famine and War, while the fourth lit the
fuse on a giant carbon bomb to overheat the planet. “It’s not looking good for ALL of our
futures unless insurers stop insuring new oil, coal and gas,” one of them said.

Nearby, a dirty insurer in a gas mask was spotted lounging on a green Lamborghini and
reading Insure Our Survival’s truth telling tabloid, The Sin. In a world exclusive, the only
red top not owned by a business-as-usual billionaire revealed that insurers are boosting
their profits by insuring fossil fuel crooks to flood our homes — then charging us more
for flood insurance.

A mass zombie die-in, scores of zombies and protesters “Discobedience” dancing to a
climate emergency version of Michael Jackson’s hit single “Thriller” renamed “Driller
Killer”, an Unfairground game, food, music and speeches, all combined to spread Insure
Our Survival’s message throughout the City.

Insure Our Survival spokesperson, Steve Tooze, said: “These three days are about
bringing home to the public and the insurance industry the terrible and deadly consequences of
insuring new oil, gas and coal projects at a time of accelerating climate emergency.

“Today, we focus on the ultimate effect of flooding from climate crisis-driven extreme weather —
social collapse, unrest and rioting as hungry, desperate people begin to panic. One of the
world’s most respected climate research bodies, the Potsdam Institute, warns that will happen
unless the fossil fuel criminals being enabled by the insurance industry are stopped from
digging and drilling more of their deadly products. [3]

“We hope the insurers are hearing us loud and clear — you have the power to stop the fossil fuel
industry in its tracks and until you use that power you will face an escalating campaign of
protest and action that will wreck your reputation and damage your share price.

“Insurers will see evidence of this escalation tomorrow as protests spread out across the UK with
Insure Our Survival activists targeting the insurance offices and operations in towns and cities
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in England, Wales and Scotland.”

As today’s actions took place the medical profession’s most respected publication, The
Lancet published a report called Countdown on Health and Climate Change that reports
extreme drought is affecting 48% of the global land area. [4]

This is the final day of action in the City of London. The action will continue throughout
the week in the following cities and towns: Manchester, Banbury, Northampton, Bath,
Birmingham, Bournemouth, Colchester, Harrogate, Preston, Newbury, Eastbourne,
Chester and Oxford.

Notes to editors

[1] Experts warn of risk of civil unrest in UK due to food shortages:

https://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/2023/research/risk-civil-unrest-food-
shortages/

[2] Climate quitting — younger workers voting with their feet on employer’s ESG
commitments, January 2023: https://kpmg.com/uk/en/home/media/press-

releases/2023/01/climate-quitting-younger-workers-voting-esg.html
[3] The 2024 state of the climate report: Perilous times on planet Earth, Potsdam Institute

for Climate Impact Research, October

2024: https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/advance-
article/d0i/10.1093/biosci/biae087/7808595

[4] Extreme drought hits 48% of global land area The latest Lancet Countdown report
reveals the health threats of climate change have reached record-breaking levels.
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movement using nonviolent direct action and civil disobedience to persuade
governments to act justly on the Climate and Ecological Emergency.

Donate | Support our work

What Emergency? | Read about the true scale of the climate crisis
Why Citizens’ Assemblies? | Breaking the political deadlock

XR UK Local Groups | View a map of all local groups

XR UK website | Find out more about XR UK

XR Global website | Discover what’s going on in XR around the globe

Time has almost entirely run out to address the climate and ecological crisis which is
upon us, including the sixth mass species extinction, global pollution, and increasingly

24



Extinction Rebellion climb outside of insurance office building
as protests continue

By @_ | James Cowen | 31 October 2024

Footage shows protesters using a ladder to climb the building

Extinction Rebellion (XR) protesters scaled the outside of the Walkie Talkie building in their latest
round of insurance-related protests in London.
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The Walkie Talkie building is home to insurance firms such as Ascot, Talbot, Chaucer, Markel, Allied
World, CNA Hardy and Tokio Marine Kiln.

Video footage posted on X, formerly known as Twitter, showed protesters using a ladder to climb to
the roof of the entrance of the building yesterday (30 October 2024).

They then hung posters that read “Insuring Fossil Fuels = Climate Chaos” before sitting down above
the main revolving entrance doors.
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Police were spotted on the scene and XR said they had sealed off the area at the time of the protest.

Other protests

Protesters also targeted the Walkie Talkie building on Monday (28 October 2024), with them occypying
the lobby.

Read: Extinction Rebellion and Just Stop Oil occupy multiple insurance offices
Read: Extinction Rebellion blockade Gherkin as more insurance firms targeted

Explore more insurer-related content here or discover other news stories here

This week has also seen XR target Swiss Re at The Gherkin, WTW in Lime Street and AlG in Fenchurch
Street.

Just Stop Oil, meanwhile, occupied the Colmore Building in Birmingham, which houses insurers such
as Chubb and Allianz.

It comes as part of the Insure Our Survival Campaign, which aims to stop insurance firms from

insuring new fossil fuel projects.

Insure Our Survival spokesperson Steve Tooze said: “Unless insurers meet our demand to stop insuring

new oil and gas, we will keep targeting them with mass non-violent direct action.”

MORE JAMES COWEN

Ardonagh Advisory announces purchase of broker

Clear Group acquires £50m GWP broker to create new regional presence

hﬁﬂ-"‘ b
e

. o | L'| Aviva and Allianz reportedly eyeing £1.5bn Esure acquisition
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Extinction Rebellion occupy office of Top 50 broker in
latest protest

By @ James Cowen9 January 2025

It comes after a campaign group warned of more insurance-related protests in 2025

Extinction Rebellion (XR) occupied one of Marsh’s UK offices in its latest round of insurance-
related protests.

e

Earlier this week (8 January 2025), the group targeted the broker’s
Manchester office in 12 Booth Street, Belvedere.

The protest was related to fossil fuels, with protesters calling for the
support of such projects to be ended.

Read: Climate activists

In a post on X, XR’s northern arm said: “Local residents are issue protest threat
occupying the office lobby in Manchester to ask Marsh to stop Read: Climate
‘funding our destruction’ by insuring fossil fuel projects and instead protesters list 2025
‘insure our future’ by moving towards a green economy.” demands to insurance
industry

@ .. : Not

Lccsl resadenti ahe aocumeng the alfice lobly in SubSCI’Ibed'? Become a

banchaten to sk Marsh 10 #log "lunding ur .

destruction” by irsuing fossl fuel pecjects and instead subscriber and access

“ingure our future” by moeing towards a green exoncey.

our premium content

Explore more broker-
related content

here, or discover
other news stories
here

Fanad | regiy

Marsh is ranked second in Insurance Times’ Top 50 Brokers 2024 report, with it securing a
revenue of £1.76bn for the year ending December 2023.

Campaign

The protest comes following multiple protests during late 2024.
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Read: Extinction Rebellion and Just Stop Oil occupy multiple insurance offices
Read: Extinction Rebellion blockade Gherkin as more insurance firms targeted

Explore more broker-related content here, or discover other news stories here

These were part of the Insure Our Survival campaign, which aims to stop insurance firms from
insuring new fossil fuel projects.

Speaking to Insurance Times, Isabelle L’'Héritier, European co-coordinator at Insure Our Future,
alleged that some insurers’ actions were hindering progress toward reducing emissions and
transitioning to renewable energy.

She warned that if they “refuse to stop supporting the expansion of fossil fuels”, the group will
“hold them accountable”.

“‘Insurers must not ignore the fundamental and consistent prediction of climate scientists — any
delay in cutting emissions drastically today will put lives, economies and the future of humanity
in unacceptable danger tomorrow,” she added.
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‘Hundreds’ of insurers ‘lose wifi’ as protesters cut fibre optic
cables

By @ James Cowen | 21 January 2025

’No ethics? No wifi, protest group says as it calls for immediate end to support for new fossil fuel

projects’

Major insurers are said to have experienced wifi failures after being targeted by protest group Shut

The System.

The group said on Instagram yesterday (20 January 2025) that it had cut the fibre optic cables of

"hundreds” of insurance companies in its latest round of protests.

Lloyd’s of London, which has over 50 insurance companies and more than 380 registered Lloyd’s
brokers, as well as the Walkie Talkie, which is where firms such as Ascot, Markel and Tokio Marine Kiln

are based, were among buildings targeted in London.
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View more on Instagram

275 likes

shut_the_system

NO ETHICS? NO WIFI - insurance companies headquartered at some of the most
iconic UK sky-scrapers experience wifi failures after #ShutTheSystem activists cut
fibre optic cables in the City of London. Full demands
https://shutthesystem.wordpress.com/

#Ascot #Hardy #Kiln #LancashireSyndicate #TokioMarine #Markel #ArielRe
#CityofLondon

#StoplnsuringFossilFuels #ClimateChage #CovertActivism #EcoGenocide

View all 21 comments

Add a comment...
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Shut The System also said that it had targeted the offices of insurers in other parts of London and the
UK as well, with Axa, AlG, Chubb and Chaucer among firms listed by the group.
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7,172 followers

View more on Instagram

458 likes

shut_the_system

BREAKING NEWS: #ShutTheSystem activists disrupt the wifi systems of hundreds of
insurance companies across the UK, demanding an immediate end to support for
new fossil fuel projects and mandatory transition plans for all clients involved in the
fossil fuel industry

#WalkieTalkie #LloydsofLondon #AXA #Allianz #AIG #Markel #Chubb #WRBerkeley
#Chaucer #TalbotAIG

#StoplnsuringFossilFuels #ClimateChage #CovertActivism #EcoGenocide

View all 12 comments

Add a comment...

33



The group said it had disrupted the wifi as it wanted an “immediate end to support for new fossil fuel

projects and mandatory transition plans for all clients involved in the fossil fuel industry”.

It added: “No ethics? No wifi. Insurance companies headquartered at some of the most iconic UK

skyscrapers experience wifi failures after Shut The System activists cut fibre optic cables.”
Insurance Times has contacted firms for a comment on the disruption they may have faced.

Other protest

This comes after Extinction Rebellion (XR) occupied one of Marsh’s UK offices earlier this month (9
January 2025).

Read: Extinction Rebellion occupy office of Top 50 broker in latest protest
Read: Climate protesters list 2025 demands to insurance industry

Explore more insurer-related content here, or discover other news stories here

The protest was related to fossil fuels, with protesters calling for the support of such projects to be

ended.

In a post on X, XR’s northern arm said: “Local residents are occupying the office lobby in Manchester to
ask Marsh to stop funding our destruction’ by insuring fossil fuel projects and instead ‘insure our
future’ by moving towards a green economy.”

Meanwhile, Isabelle U'Héritier, European co-coordinator at Insure Our Future, alleged that some
insurers’ actions were hindering progress toward reducing emissions and transitioning to renewable
energy.

She warned that if they “refuse to stop supporting the expansion of fossil fuels”, the group will “hold

them accountable”.
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Over 1000 people block the Strand outside the mass appeal
hearing for 16 Just Stop Oil supporters

Court & Prison, Press / January 30, 2025

Over a thousand people have taken part in a peaceful demonstration blocking the road outside the Royal

Courts of Justice. Inside, the appeal against the draconian sentences given to 16 Just Stop Oil supporters
last year is continuing. The mass appeal concerns 16 supporters with combined sentences of 41 years
handed down between July and September 2024. [1] [2]

All 16 Just Stop Oil supporters were jailed in the months following the publication of a report to the
government written by ‘Lord Walney’, a paid lobbyist for the oil and arms industry that called for groups
such as Just Stop Oil and Palestine Action to be banned in a similar way to terrorist organisations. [3][4]

Police arrested at least one prior to the demonstration. Another was arrested after the protest ended.
Celebrities such as Chris Packham, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and Jonathan Pie could be seen peacefully
blocking the road in defiance of swarms of police. Meanwhile, solidarity demonstrations have occurred in
countries around the world, including Canada, Sweden, Switzerland and New Zealand.
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A Just Stop Oil spokesperson said:

“We are deeply grateful to the 1,000 peaceful protestors who turned up at the Royal Courts of Justice to
show solidarity with Just Stop Oil supporters appealing their sentences. They know that our broken
political system is on trial today. This case is not about whether peaceful climate defenders deserve to be
punished with long prison sentences. It is about whether it is acceptable in a democracy to allow wealthy
fossil fuel executives and paid lobbyists, presented as ‘independent’ government advisors, to dictate our

laws, pervert our criminal justice system and silence all opposition to destructive business practices.

Just Stop Oil supporters in prison are political prisoners. They are not there because they disrupted or
harmed everyday people — if that were the case, the water company bosses, Post Office execs and those
responsible for the Grenfell disaster would be behind bars. Our supporters are in prison because Just Stop

Oil threatens the profits of the fossil fuel industry.

We say to the government you can lock us up but more people will take our place as the extreme
consequences of climate breakdown become more apparent. These 16 were jailed after demanding an end
to new oil and gas, something which is now government policy. Just today, a Scottish court has found the
development of the largest untapped oil and gas reserves in the UK is unlawful. In other words, Just Stop
Oil is right. This is something that will continue to be abundantly clear as this crisis unfolds. We must

ensure our leaders are held to account and do the right thing. That is why it is important to step-up and

join us outside parliament this April.”

Yesterday in the Court of Appeal, Danny Friedman KC and Brenda Campbell KC acting for the appellants
argued that the sentences passed down on the 16 Just Stop Oil supporters were unlawful. In particular the
sentences did not take account of relevant case law, the conscientious motivations of the Just Stop Oil
supporters, their rights under articles 10 and 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and
the UK'’s obligations under the Aarhus convention. The appeal is being heard by Lady Chief Justice
Baroness Carr, Mr Justice Lavender and Mr Justice Griffiths.

The barristers acting for the appellants said that if these sentences were upheld it would represent a
“paradigm shift on criminal law sentencing”. Those involved in the miners strike, the anti-fascist protests in
the 1930s and even Swampy in the 1990s, did not face the kind of sentences that the nonviolent protesters
today face.

36



According to the barristers, key mistakes made by judges in the sentencing of the 16 included:

-Judge Hehir’s failure to take account of Article 10 and 11 rights in the gantry conspiracy and soup throwing
cases, thus ignoring the precedent established in the appeal of the Dartford Bridge climbers Morgan

Trowland and Marcus Decker (presided over by Baroness Carr).

-Judge Hehir's exclusion of the Aarhus Convention to which the UK is a signatory and his dismissal of
comments by Michel Forst, special rapporteur on the rights of environmental defenders, in relation to the

gantry conspiracy trial as “merely opinion”. [5]

-Judge Collery’'s sentencing of the M25 Gantry climbers at Basildon Crown Court, where he gave more
lenient sentences to defendants who disavowed Just Stop Oil, expressed remorse for their actions or cut
contact with Just Stop Oil. All pleaded guilty but one was given a suspended sentence after agreeing to
stop taking action with Just Stop Oil, while Gaie Delap, despite having been assessed as a low risk of re-

offending was given a 20 months sentence.

-Judge Hehir's sentencing of Roger Hallam in the gantry conspiracy trial for an imagined scenario of
gridlock on the M25 leading to food supply shortages and the breakdown of law and order. Roger Hallam
said in his trial that he expected the action to cause traffic gridlock and get the attention of the
government but it was not aiming to cause the harm that Hehir imagined.

-Judge Graham's sentencing of the Navigator Tunellers at Basildon Crown Court. The Judge applied the
worst case scenario of the tunnel collapsing with traffic driving over it despite there being no expert
evidence to show there was any risk of that. The road was found safe and re-opened soon after tunnellers
were removed, after an assessment by National Highways.

— Judge Hehir's categorisation of soup action as violent. Hehir made a comparison between throwing soup
on a person and throwing soup on a painting and classed the latter as a form of assault. The activists did
not approach a person and throw soup on them. They clearly turned their back to people in the gallery and

threw soup on an inanimate object. While it was shocking and provocative, it was still a peaceful and

nonviolent act.

Today in the Appeal Court, the Crown Prosecution Service is arguing that the sentencing in all these cases

was correct. The chief prosecutor for the Whole Truth 5 trial states that the Aarhus convention is not



relevant to any of the cases in the appeal and that article 10 and 11 do not apply in cases where trespass is

involved.

The appeal Judges highlighted that there is a difference between application of Article 10 and 11 as possible

defences at trial and their applicability for sentencing. This will be a key matter for them to decide.

The appeal hearing is due to conclude today.

Many of the 16 are in prison under the Public Order Act, legislation that was drafted with the aid of the
Policy Exchange. This organisation has received funding from Exxon Mobil, one of the world’s largest oil
companies, which has a long history of science denialism and funding disinformation, bribing politicians
and manipulating media discourse. This legislation did not receive parliamentary assent, and was forced

into law using special powers from the time of Henry VIII. This was subsequently found to be unlawful. [6][7]

In 2024 Just Stop Oil successfully won its original demand of ‘no new oil and gas’. Now the courts agree
that new oil and gas is unlawful. Just Stop Oil supporters are on the right side of history and non-violent
civil resistance works. Just Stop Oil will once again be stepping into action this April to demand that
governments commit to an international treaty to phase out the extraction and burning of oil, gas and coal
burning by 2030. You can help make this happen by coming to a talk and signing up for action at
juststopoil.org.

ENDS

Press contact: 07762 987334

Press email: juststopoilpress@protonmail.com

High quality images & video here:_https://juststopoil.org/press-media

Website:_https://juststopoil.org/

Facebook:_https://www.facebook.com/JustStopOQil/

Instagram:_https://www.instagram.com/just.stopoil/

Twitter:_https://twitter.com/JustStop_Qil

Youtube:_https://juststopoil.org/youtube

TikTok:_https://www.tiktok.com/@juststopoil

Notes to Editors

[1] Just Stop Oil is committed to nonviolent direct action to resist the destruction of our communities as a

result of climate breakdown. We do not consent to plans that will result in 3C of warming and mass death.
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We demand an emergency plan to Just Stop Oil by 2030. Our government must work with other

governments to end the extraction and burning of all oil, gas and coal by 2030.
Just Stop Oil is a member of the A22 Network of civil resistance projects.

Just Stop Oil ‘Blue Lights’ policy: our policy is, and has always been, to move out of the way for emergency

vehicles with siren sounding and ‘blue lights’ on.

We take all possible steps to ensure that no-one's safety is compromised by our actions.

[2] The four cases combined in this mass appeal, all involving Just Stop Oil actions are:

The Whole Truth Five — Roger Hallam (5yrs), Cressida Gethin (4yrs), Louise Lancaster (4yrs), Daniel Shaw

(4yrs) and Lucia Whittaker De Abreu (4yrs) received record breaking prison sentences for taking part in a
Zoom call to discuss planned actions on the M25.

M25 Gantries — George Simonson (2yrs), Theresa Higginson (2yrs), Paul Bell (22 months), Gaie Delap (20
months) and Paul Sousek (20 months) participated in that same action, by climbing onto gantries over the

M25.

Navigator Tunnellers — Larch Maxey (3yrs), Chris Bennett (18 months), Samuel Johnson (18 months) and Joe

Howlett (15 months) occupied tunnels dug under the road leading to the Navigator Oil Terminal in Thurrock,

Essex.

Soup Throwers — Phoebe Plummer (2yrs) and Anna Holland (20 months) threw tomato soup on the glass

protecting Van Gogh’s Sunflowers painting in October 2022.

[3] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2qv7425gvwo

[4] https://juststopoil.org/2024/05/21/just-stop-oils-statement-on-walney-report/

[5] https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jul/19/not-acceptable-un-expert-condemns-

sentences-given-to-just-stop-oil-activists

[6] https://www.desmog.com/2023/06/29/rishi-sunak-boasts-that-oil-funded-think-tank-helped-us-

draft-crackdown-on-climate-protests/

[7] https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/high-court-finds-anti-protest-legislation-unlawful/5119798.article

«— Previous Post Next Post —
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Just Stop Ol

Donate

This action is not currently available.
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Follow us on social media.

About us

Just Stop Oil is a nonviolent civil resistance group in the UK. In 2022 we started
taking action to demand the UK Government stop licensing all new oil, gas and coal
projects. We have won on this . Civil resistance works.

Just Stop Oil ended it’s street campaign in 2025, whilst we continue our resistance in
the courts and prisons.

A new revolutionary direct action campaign is coming. Help us build what’s next.

FAQs | Research

Contact us
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Activists block road by Royal
Courts of Justice

[y i
ol

| The latest protest started on Thursday lunchtime

Harry Low
BBC News

30 January 2025

Hundreds of climate activists staged a sit-down protest outside the Royal
Courts of Justice in central London.

About 30 Metropolitan Police officers asked the Defend Our Juries protesters
to move to a designated protest area after they marched a short distance and
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blocked traffic on the Strand.

Inside, the Lady Chief Justice of England and Wales and two other senior
judges were hearing an appeal brought by 16 Just Stop Oil activists, who claim
their jail sentences were "manifestly excessive".

Prosecutors say their actions, including climbing on gantries on the M25 and
tunnelling under a road leading to an oil terminal, were so "extreme" the
sentencing judges had been right not to grant leniency.

| Activists also staged protests on Wednesday

On Wednesday, Danny Friedman KC, one of several lawyers representing the
activists, told the Court of Appeal - which is based at the Royal Courts of
Justice - that some of the sentences were "the highest of their kind in modern
British history".

"They did what they did out of sacrifice," he added.

In joint written submissions, barristers for the Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) said the sentences were "neither wrong in law nor manifestly excessive".

They argued that leniency would not prevent the activists "engaging in ever-
more disruptive campaigns".

What is Just Stop Oil Jailed M25 protesters Activists jailed for

and what are its gain support ahead of throwing soup on
goals? appeal Sunflowers
19 June 2024 29 January 27 September 2024
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Q citizensarrestnet and climate.apocalypse
NJ¥"  Original audio

C A\ citizensarrestnet SHELL'S CEO IS BREAKING THE LAW

We took evidence of Shell executives criminal activity to the Shell
HQ and handed it to the police in march.

We won't let them get away with it. This wasn't a stunt. That's why
we've taken this matter back to the police. E-mailing, phoning, and
visiting police stations all summer asking why they won't arrest the
people responsible for polluting the planet.

We have evidence these executives are breaking laws like public
nuisance. With your help we can continue to pursue these mega
5 polluting criminals. Find out more at our website.

This isn't over.

The people will hold polluters to account.

#(CitizensArrestNetwork #Accountability #Justice #PeoplePower
against three of the #Shell #CEOs #0ilBeBack

executives in the building. 5w

E A9 annshala rahorte vsc vac uac % —

Qv W

Liked by ampism and others
12 September

@ Add a comment...

/CA 2 . e
NI citizensarrestnet « Follow

citizensarrestnet UNDER CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION

z0
.‘,

In March 2025, Amjad ran away (yes, literally) from a citizen’s arrest.
Soon after, @ citizensarrestnet handed over indictment dossiers to
the Met Office and Crown Prosecution Service. He is currently under
investigation.

Amjad was responsible for 8 million tons of CO2e pollution in 2023
alone, that's 1.7 million times more CO2e than the average person
And he has lead Enquest to be one of the top 5 major polluters in
the North Sea.

While the conservative party was determining whether to grant new
licences in the North Sea for fossil fuel production they accepted
payments of £400k from individuals and companies with interests in
the oil and gas industry. £25,000 was from CEO Amjad Bseisu.

Read the evidence for yourself on our website.

Actions that intentionally or recklessly cause a public nuisance are
indictable offences and carry a maximum of 10 years.

It's time the police follow up this investigation and take the UK's
biggest criminal polluters to court.

Who do you think we should arrest next?

UNDER INVESTIGATION

Famously known as a runaway. Mr Amjad oQv ™
is under investigation for crimes ) )

committed while acting as founder and uiked by kl.a jordan and ofhers

CEO of oil and gas company EnQuest.

Add a comment...

43



C A\ citizensarrestnet « Follow
N' Original audio

C A\ citizensarrestnet Breaking: 3 of UK's biggest polluters citizen's
NI arrested in 1 day.

3 women made 3 separate citizen's arrests to stop crimes of public
nuisance by some of the UK's biggest polluters.

Chief Executive Officer of oil and gas company Harbour Energy,
Linda Z Cook + EnQuest's Chief Financial Officer Jonathan Copus +
Serica Energy’s Chief Corporate Affairs Officer, Stephen Lambert
were placed under citizens arrest outside their offices on Monday.

These people pollute and expect the public to pay the price. It's
time they took responsibility for their actions. Help us hold them to
account.

“A #CitizensArrestNetwork #Accountability #Justice #PeoplePower
#CEO #CitizensArrest #Pollution #PublicNuisance #Criminal
#Corruption #Crime

29w

Qv W

Liked by gallivanteur and others
25 March

@ Add a comment...

iti Follow een
N citizensarrestnet «

€ A\ citizensarrestnet Each oil barrel produces 500kg of CO2 emissions.

N Harbour Energy currently makes c. 475 thousand oil barrells a DAY
That's over 173 MILLION oil barrels a year. An incomprehensible
amount of CO2 emissions.

As CEOQ, Linda continues to allow oil and gas production to go
ahead under full knowledge and understanding of the high risk to
the public and it's health. That is a criminal offence under UK law.

Yet, in 2024, Harbour Energy committed to increasing oil and gas
exploration in the North Sea.

Forbes magazine named her the 44th most powerful woman in the
world, surely someone as smart as she is can see the devastation
that trails behind her?

Linda pollutes and expects the public to pay the price. It's time they
took responsibility for their actions. That's why we citizens arrested
her in March and took the indictment papers straight to the police
and Crown Prosecution Service

UNDER INVESTIGATION Head to our website to read more.

Ex Shell CEO and current CEO of Harbour
Energy was citizen’s arrested in March ©Qv W
2025. Through her Climate'wrecking Liked by gallivanteur and others

practices, Linda Z Cook is responsible for 21 August
the breakdown in environments and the
displacement of millions. @ Addacomment
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THE HI VIS

Just Stop Oil is hanging up the hi vis

Press / March 27, 2025

Three years after bursting on the scene in a blaze of orange, at the end of April we will be hanging up the hi
vis.

Just Stop Oil’s initial demand to end new oil and gas is now government policy, making us one of the most
successful civil resistance campaigns in recent history. We've kept over 4.4 billion barrels of oil in the
ground and the courts have ruled new oil and gas licences unlawful.

So it is the end of soup on Van Goghs, cornstarch on Stonehenge and slow marching in the streets. But it is
not the end of trials, of tagging and surveillance, of fines, probation and years in prison. We have exposed
the corruption at the heart of our legal system, which protects those causing death and destruction while
prosecuting those seeking to minimize harm. Just Stop Oil will continue to tell the truth in the courts, speak
out for our political prisoners and call out the UK’s oppressive anti-protest laws. We continue to rely on
small donations from the public to make this happen.

This is not the end of civil resistance. Governments everywhere are retreating from doing what is needed to
protect us from the consequences of unchecked fossil fuel burning. As we head towards 2°C of global

heating by the 2030s, the science is clear: billions of people will have to move or die and the global
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economy is going to collapse. This is unavoidable. We have been betrayed by a morally bankrupt political

class.
As corporations and billionaires corrupt political systems across the world, we need a different approach.
We are creating a new strategy, to face this reality and to carry our responsibilities at this time. Nothing

short of a revolution is going to protect us from the coming storms.

We are calling on everyone who wants to be a part of building the new resistance to join us for the final Just
Stop Oil action in Parliament Square on April 26th. Sign up here. See you on the streets.

ENDS

Press contact: 07762 987334

Press email: juststopoilpress@protonmail.com

High quality images & video here: https://juststopoil.org/press-media

Website:_https://juststopoil.org/

Facebook:_https://www.facebook.com/JustStopOQil/

Instagram:_https://www.instagram.com/just.stopoil/

Twitter:_https://twitter.com/JustStop_Qil

Youtube:_https://juststopoil.org/youtube

TikTok:_https://www.tiktok.com/@juststopoil

Notes to Editors

[1] Just Stop Qil is committed to nonviolent direct action to resist the destruction of our communities as a

result of climate breakdown. We do not consent to plans that will result in 3C of warming and mass death.

We demand an emergency plan to Just Stop Oil by 2030. Our government must work with other
governments to end the extraction and burning of all oil, gas and coal by 2030.

Just Stop Oil is a member of the A22 Network of civil resistance projects.

Just Stop Oil ‘Blue Lights’ policy: our policy is, and has always been, to move out of the way for emergency
vehicles with siren sounding and ‘blue lights’ on.

We take all possible steps to ensure that no-one’s safety is compromised by our actions.
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[2] During our 3 year history Just Stop Oil supporters have been arrested 3,300 times and imprisoned 180
times, for having broken laws that were drafted by the fossil fuel industry. 7 people are now in prison

serving sentences of up to 4 years and 8 are on remand. 16 Just Stop Oil supporters are due to be

sentenced in the next few months.

« Previous Post Next Post —

Support
Just Stop Ol

Donate

This action is not currently available.

} Action
Network

f v o © ¢

About us
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Support us

Environmental activism

@ This article is more than 6 months old

What next for climate activism now Just Stop Oil is
‘hanging up the hi-vis'?

After three years, thousands of arrests and a state crackdown on
protests, the group is ending direct action after a polarising campaign

Matthew Taylor and Damien Gayle
Sat 5 Apr 2025 06.00 BST

n the morning of Valentine’s Day 2022, Hannah Hunt stood at the gates of
Downing Street to announce the start of a new kind of climate campaign,
one that would eschew mere protest and instead move into “civil
resistance”.

Last week, three years and thousands of arrests later, in a neat tie-up exemplary of
Just Stop Oil’s (JSO) love of media-savvy stunts, Hunt went to the same spot again -
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this time to announce the group would be “hanging up the hi-vis”.

In the history of UK climate activism, there has been perhaps no more polarising a
campaign. Derided as “eco-zealots” in the Daily Mail and condemned as “selfish” by
the Sun, which even sent a reporter to testify against them in court, JSO is as likely
to be remembered for the chaos it caused as for its victories.

The group’s tactics of blocking roads, halting sports events and targeting national
treasures enraged politicians, pundits and the public alike. By 2023, polling showed
64% of people disapproved of JSO.

@< Just Stop Oil activists interrupt Sigourney Weaver performance in The Tempest - video

Despite the demonisation, the impact of this relatively small group of peaceful
protesters is in little doubt. Its campaigners kept the issue of new fossil fuel
production on the agenda of even the least environmentally minded news outlets.

Indeed in the group’s parting statement, members claimed to have been “one of the
most successful civil resistance campaigns in recent history”, saying that their key
demand for a moratorium on new oil and gas licences was “now government
policy”.

And perhaps more significantly, JSO proved there was a group of people in the UK
prepared to endure public opprobrium - and often prison - to raise the alarm about a
crisis that experts warn threatens the future of humanity. So why stop now?

For Graeme Hayes, a sociologist at Aston University, who has spent years covering
Just Stop Oil, the end of the campaign came as no surprise. It followed the same
pattern as its forerunners, Extinction Rebellion (XR) and Insulate Britain.
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“It is in the DNA of these organisations that they do not carry on long term,” Hayes
said. “Not least because the people involved, even in the best of worlds, tend to find

that they exhaust their energies, that the constant wider social conflict they face is
intense and takes its toll.”
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That wider social impact has been intensified by the introduction of some of the
most draconian laws around the right to protest in UK history. In 2022, MPs passed
the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act, a direct response to XR’s mass
protests, giving police an armoury of new powers to impose conditions on
demonstrations.

The following year, in a direct response to the likes of JSO, parliament passed the
Public Order Act, creating a series of offences targeting direct action, as the
government simultaneously lowered the threshold of disruption at which police
could intervene in a protest from “serious” to “more than minor”.

At the same time, courts are handing down increasingly harsh sentences,
prosecutors have sought more severe conspiracy charges, and the government has
taken action in the courts to narrow the scope of defences available to protesters.

Katy Watts, a lawyer at the human rights organisation Liberty, said: “That has all
created this climate in which it is harder to engage in protest, particularly some of
those specific direct action tactics. It’s harder to lawfully demonstrate on the streets,
and the penalties or the consequences for committing protest offences have become
more and more severe.”
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The cost to activists has been substantial. According to JSO’s data, over three years
their supporters were arrested about 3,300 times. Seven are serving jail sentences, of
up to four years, and a further eight are on remand awaiting sentencing. “We think
there have been 180 instances of remand and/or prison sentences handed down,” a
JSO spokesperson said.
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O Roger Hallam says climate activists are facing the most repressive laws in modern UK history.
Photograph: Ollie Millington/Getty Images

I\

More may yet be sent to jail. Trials for JSO actions are scheduled through 2025 and
2026 and, for those who took action with Insulate Britain, into 2027.

Roger Hallam, the co-founder of XR, Insulate Britain and JSO, is one of those who
has been at the sharp end of the state crackdown. He was jailed for five years for a
conspiracy to block traffic on the M25. His sentence was recently reduced to four
years on appeal but he remains behind bars.

Reflecting on the end of JSO, Hallam told the Guardian that building the group had
been “the most fulfilling period of my life, working in a culture of dedication to the
common good, rooted in respect, service, and trust.

“While our impact may seem marginal and the crisis worsens, this is not due to a
lack of effort - thousands have been arrested, hundreds imprisoned, facing the most
repressive laws in modern UK history.”

Sign up to Down to Earth
& Free weekly newsletter

The planet's most important stories. Get all the week's environment news
- the good, the bad and the essential

O N N NN BN BN BN N BN Ry
E LR PR RN

51



Enter your email address

Privacy Notice: Newsletters may contain information about charities, online ads, and content funded by outside parties. If
you do not have an account, we will create a guest account for you on theguardian.com to send you this newsletter. You
can complete full registration at any time. For more information about how we use your data see our Privacy Policy. We
use Google reCaptcha to protect our website and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

PLE L L
A EEEEEEEEEEEE.

Many within the movement believe they are at a similar inflection point to the one
activists faced after the first wave of XR protests, when the radicals who went on to
found Insulate Britain and JSO split from those who felt the need to moderate their
actions.

Some groups, such as Shut the System, have departed from the model of
accountability espoused by JSO and XR in favour of a clandestine approach, inspired
by counterparts in Europe and the writings of the radical social ecologist Andreas
Malm.

O The London offices of McKinsey and Co, a management consultancy firm, are sprayed with black liquid by
Cut the Ties climate protesters. Photograph: Guy Bell/Rex/Shutterstock

Other groups have taken a different tack. The Citizens Arrest Network, which has
non-violently targeted the chief executives of polluting companies, aims to shift the
legal accountability away from activists and to those it sees as responsible for the
crisis.



“I think something like XR would be more difficult now,” said Nuala Lam, a longtime
climate justice activist who was involved with XR and now helps run the Citizens
Arrest Network. “The possibility of having a broad diverse movement where people
from different backgrounds can get involved at different levels has been severely
limited.”

While XR still exists, it no longer operates as a movement capable of mass disruptive
protests of the kind that brought London to a standstill in 2019.

Several people involved in XR and JSO told the Guardian the challenge now was to
mobilise the “climate-aware majority” - the large proportion of the population that
is aware of the coming crisis, are deeply afraid about what it means for their own
lives and that of their children, but are yet to take action.

O A JSO protester smears orange paint over the Alan Gilbert building at the University of Manchester in a
campaign against funding from fossil fuel firms. Photograph: Christopher Furlong/Getty Images

Sam Nadel, the director of Social Change Lab, which researches the impact of
protest, sees a continuing role for radical groups. He says groups such as JSO can
have a “radical flank effect”, driving support for more moderate counterparts.

“In our 2024 Nature paper, we found that awareness of a Just Stop Oil protest made
people more likely to support Friends of the Earth,” Nadel said. “People exposed to
Just Stop Oil’s actions were also more likely to engage in pro-climate activities like
volunteering, donating to charity, or contacting their MP. The message? Even
unpopular groups can have positive and widespread ripple effects.”

Hallam acknowledges that despite the efforts and sacrifice of those involved in JSO
the climate crisis is getting worse. However, he said the true failure lay not with
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activists but with “the liberal class - journalists, doctors, lawyers, civil servants -
who refused to stand by their professed values and engage in civil resistance.

“Now, the UK faces devastation, with the Gulf Stream at risk of collapse within
decades and billions of lives in jeopardy. The political order will not survive what is
coming ... Our elites have abandoned us. Only ordinary people can remake our
world. And while we may have less, we will have spirit - and that is what truly
matters.”

This article was amended on 16 April 2025. An earlier version implied that
Extinction Rebellion had ceased to exist. In fact XR still exists, but its focus is no
longer on being a movement capable of mass disruptive protests of the kind that
brought London to a standstill in 2019.

Most viewed
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Youth Demand protest: Activists block roads in
central London as they threaten to ‘shut down’ city

Protesters blocked a number of key routes in London on Saturday




YOUTH DEMAND PROTESTERS BLOCKED ROADS IN CENTRAL LONDON ON SATURDAY
YOUTH DEMAND

BILL BOWKETT | JACOB PHILLIPS
5 APRIL 2025 M 3 COMMENTS

Get our award-winning daily news email featuring exclusive stories, opinion and expert analysis

{ Email

() TIwould like to be emailed about offers, event and updates from Evening Standard. Read our privacy notice.

Youth Demand have “swarmed” roads in central London to highlight the situation in Gaza and the ongoing
climate crisis.

Around 65 activists gathered at Brunswick Square Gardens at around 1lam before splitting into two groups
and blocking traffic on Euston Road near King’s Cross station at 12.15pm.
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The groups could be seen holding signs saying “Youth Demand an End to Genocide” and “Stop Arming Israel”,
while waving green flares as they blocked the road for around 10 minutes.

Police officers arrived shortly after and issued the group with a warning under Section 7 of the Public Order
Act.

RECOMMENDED

Just over an hour later at 1.30pm Youth Demand protesters again split into two groups and blocked further
routes in central London.

One group of protesters blocked Old Street Junction until around 1.55pm, while another group of 20 activists
took action at Baker Street for around half an hour.

Youth Demand, an offshoot of Just Stop OQil’s youth wing, has demanded the UK government impose a full
arms and trade embargo on Israel and immediately halt the development of new oil and gas projects.

The group, which describes itself as leaderless but guided by a "strategy team", said politicians had
committed a “betrayal of our generation,” and warned of an “unimaginable outbreak of collective power,
creativity, love and defiance.”

Youth Demand hit the headlines recently after six of its female supporters were arrested at a Quaker meeting
house in central London — the first such arrests at a Quaker site in living memory, according to the faith

group.

Quakers in Britain condemned the move as an “aggressive violation” after Metropolitan Police officers
detained the women at Westminster Meeting House on suspicion of conspiracy to cause a public nuisance.
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READ MORE

More than 30 officers were said to have been involved in the arrests, which police said were linked to
concerns over plans to “shut down” London this month using disruptive tactics.

(® 5 APRIL 2025

Protesters shout 'justice for genocide'
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Mizan Campaigner X
@MizanCampaigner - Follow

Holding it down with @youth_demand for Palestine &
Climate Change

#FreePalestine #ClimateAction

12:43 PM - Apr 5, 2025 ®

® 2 @ Reply (2 Copylink

Read 3 replies

Youth Demand activists were moved on by police officers during its pro-Palestinian rally in central London.

The campaigners began gathering at Lincoln’s Inn Fields and made their way to King’s Cross station.

Some held banners which read “stop arming Israel” while others let off green-coloured flares before being
moved along by the Metropolitan Police.

Youth Demand said its supporters divided into two groups and at around 12.15pm a group of 40 blocked
traffic on Euston Road near King’s Cross.

Scotland issued the protesters with a warning under section seven of the Public Order Act, Youth Demand
said, and the group moved on after 10 minutes.

No arrests were made.

(® 5 APRIL 2025

Youth Demand 'action’' meeting offering 'legal advice' to newcomers
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Youth Demand & X
@youth_demand - Follow

This Sunday @ Golden Lane Community Centre 14:00-
20:30!

ACTION TRAINING 2pm-6pm

Hear the plan, learn about nonviolent action, and get
trained to swarm with us - plus meet others in resistance!
We strongly recommend everyone attends a training
before taking

IN-PERSON BRIEFING Show more

11:08 AM - Apr 4, 2025 ®

@ 87 @ Reply (2 Copylink

Read 12 replies

Youth Rebellion advertised on social media they are hosting an in-person ‘action training and briefing’
session at Golden Lane Community Centre, which is adjacent to the Barbican in the City of London.

The group states: “These briefings are key for getting all the info you need to join us in the streets — hear the
plan, get legal, support, and accessibility info, and find out how you get involved!”

[t comes after Youth Demand told The Guardian that as many as 200 people have expressed interest in
joining in upcoming action following the recent police raid at a Quaker meeting house.

(® 5 APRIL 2025

Youth Demand protest is about to begin

60



Youth Demand & X
@youth_demand - Follow

YOUTH DEMAND ACTIONS ARE BEGINNING!

@8 RALLY: Tuesday 1st April @ 6.30pm, Senate House
Library, Malet Street, WC1E 7HU

SWARMING ACTION: Saturday 5th April @ 11am,
Lincoln's Inn Fields, WC2A 3BP

In April, there will be open rallies & actions EVERY
Tuesday & Saturday. Show more

6:04 PM - Mar 26, 2025 ®

@ 208 @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 35 replies

Youth Demand’s ‘Swarming Action’ protest at Lincoln’s Inn Fields is scheduled to begin shortly.

We will bring you details from the gathering when we can.
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(® 5 APRIL 2025

Youth Demand 'targeted with 150 arrests since inception’

SARTI WAS ARRESTED IN 2023 FOR SPRAYING ORANGE PAINT ON KING’S COLLEGE CAMBRIDGE
JUST STOP OIL

Youth Demand spokesperson Chiara Sarti claims that since the group was launched, its members have been
targeted with 150 arrests.

“This kind of police repression is just part of life now,” the PhD student at the University of Cambridge told
the Middle Eastern Eye website.

(® 5 APRIL 2025

What has happened at previous Youth Demand protests in London?

Youth Demand began protesting last summer, with many of their stunts occurring in London.
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Early action included activists painting the Labour Party headquarters in Southwark red, spraying the
Ministry of Defence in Whitehall with paint, and blocking Waterloo Bridge.

Last October, protesters plastered a photo of a Gazan mother and child over the glass of Picasso’s 1901
painting ‘Motherhood (La Maternité) at the National Gallery in Trafalgar Square.

Another previous demonstration in the capital included three people hanging a banner and laying rows of
children’s shoes outside Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer’s Kentish Town home in April last year.

Leonorah Ward, 21, Zosia Lewis, 23, and Daniel Formentin, 24, were each handed suspended prison sentences
following the incident.

(® 5 APRIL 2025

Rallies to take place every Thursday and Saturday in April
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Youth Demand rallies are taking place every Thursday and Saturday in April.

The first rally commenced this week, when protesters gathered at Senate House Library on Malet Street,
Bloomsbury.

Today, the group are scheduled to meet again at1lam at Lincoln's Inn Fields, Holborn.
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(@® 5 APRIL 2025

Protest group at centre of Quaker house arrests

!

Recently, Youth Demand gained media attention when Metropolitan Police officers raided a Quaker meeting
house in Westminster, arresting six women attending a Youth Demand gathering. The raid was condemned
by the Quaker community as an aggressive violation of their place of worship.

(® 5 APRIL 2025

Who are Youth Demand?
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Youth Demand has vowed to “shut down” London by swarming the capital’s roads and holding
demonstrations during a month-long period of action in April.

Find out more about the group here.

MORE ABOUT GAZA CLIMATE JUST STOP OIL
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65



E E a .‘ Home l.. News Sport |s' Weather nun Q

InDepth

““‘f

>
3 i‘

g S

JB
W
P
.
h-
v




B B[ INDEPTH

Just Stop Oil was policed to
extinction - now the movement
has gone deeper underground

25 April 2025

Justin Rowlatt
Climate Editor

Listen to Justin read this article

Just Stop Oil (JSO) activists are dusting down their placards, digging out their
infamous fluorescent orange vests, and charging up their loud hailers — a
routine they have gone through many a time before.

It has taken just three years of throwing soup, spraying corn-starch paint and
blocking roads - lots and lots of roads - for the troop of climate activists to
become one of the country's most reviled campaigning organisations.

They expect hundreds of activists to turn out on Saturday in Central London.

However, despite appearances, this JSO gathering is going to be very different
from what has gone before. For a start, its existence is no secret. And secondly,
there is unlikely to be any of the mass disruption that has been seen
previously.

In fact, this is their last ever protest. JSO are, in their own words, "hanging up
the hi-viz" and ending their campaign of civil disobedience.

The group's official line is that they've won their battle because their demand
that there should be no new oil and gas licences is now government policy. But
privately members of JSO admit tough new powers brought in to police
disruptive protests have made it almost impossible for groups like it to
operate.



| Saturday will mark JSO's last ever protest

Sarah Lunnon, co-founder of JSO, says Saturday's gathering will be a "joyful
celebration".

"We've done incredible things together, trusted each other with so much," she
says.

The group aren't the only ones who'll be celebrating. Many of the thousands of
motorists who've been delayed, art lovers appalled by the attacks on great
paintings, or the sports fans and theatre goers whose events were interrupted,
will be glad to see the back of them. So too the police. Policing JSO protests
has soaked up thousands of hours of officer time and cost millions. In 2023 the
Met Police said the group's protests cost almost £20m.

But the end of JSO also raises some big questions, including if this is really the
end of disruptive climate protest in the UK or whether being forced
underground could spawn new, even more disruptive or chaotic climate action.
And there's a bigger strategic question. Despite widespread public concern
about the future of the planet, much of the public ended up hostile to JSO.
How can the climate movement avoid a repeat of that?

Policed to extinction?

JSO's model involved small groups of committed activists undertaking
targeted actions designed to cause maximum disruption or public outrage. But
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it had strict internal rules. The actions had to be non-violent, and activists had
to be held accountable - they had to wait around to get arrested.

For leaders like Roger Hallam, who was originally jailed for five years for
plotting to disrupt traffic on the M25, being seen to be punished was a key
part of the publicity.

The police, roused by public anger and hostile media coverage, demanded
more powers to stop the "eco-loons", as the Sun newspaper dubbed them, and
other protesters. And politicians heeded the call.

1.FREE FOOD

| JSO had strict internal rules, including that actions had to be non-violent

The biggest change came with the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act in
2022. It made "intentionally or recklessly causing public nuisance" a statutory
offence. A list of loosely defined actions including causing "serious distress,
serious annoyance, serious inconvenience or serious loss of amenity" were now
potentially serious crimes. And that opened up another legal route for the
authorities: the charge of conspiracy to intentionally cause public nuisance.
Now even planning a potentially disruptive action could bring substantial jail
time.

The Public Order Act the following year broadened the police's powers to
manage protests and brought in new criminal offences including "locking on"
to objects, causing serious disruption by tunnelling, and interfering with major
infrastructure.
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At the same time judges, backed by the higher courts, have blocked the right
of protesters to claim they had a "lawful excuse" for their actions in the vast
majority of protest cases. The Court of Appeal has accepted that the "beliefs
and motivation" of a defendant are too remote to constitute lawful excuse for
causing damage to a property. It means they can no longer argue to juries that
their right to splash paint on buildings, sit in the road, or undertake other
disruptive activities, is justified by the bigger threat posed by climate change.
In most trials the only question for the court now is whether the defendants
did what they are accused of, not why they did it.

GETTY IMAGES

| Some JSO members have been sent to prison for years

"We've seen people being found guilty and sent to prison for years," says JSO's
Sarah Lunnon.

David Spencer, a former police officer who now is head of crime and justice at
the think tank Policy Exchange, says too often the law had previously
"favoured those involved in disruptive protests at the expense of the
legitimate interests of other people."

The human rights organisation Liberty sees things very differently, believing
the changes amount to an attack on democracy.

Ruth Ehrlich, head of policy and campaigns at the organisation argues the
legal changes have "had a chilling effect on the ways all of us are able to speak
out for what we believe".



What comes next?

In this context, some climate activists have concluded that it is time to drop
the movement's long-standing commitment to accountability — they will
undertake disruptive actions but won't stick around to be arrested any more.

Over the past year a group called Shut the System (STS) has carried out a
series of criminal attacks on the offices of finance and insurance companies:
smashing windows, daubing paint, supergluing locks, and in January this year
they targeted fibre optic communication cables.

| spoke to one of the organisers on a messaging app. They argue the legal
changes mean the traditional forms of accountable protest aren't viable
anymore.

"It would be impossible for people to sustain an effective campaign with
people going to prison for years after a single action," the spokesperson told
me. "Activists are forced into a position where we have to go underground.”

GETTY IMAGES

Some climate activists have concluded that it is time to drop the movement's commitment to
accountability

| asked the group what they would say to people who criticise them for
breaking the law. They said that in their view the stakes are such that they
have to do what they think works.



This is not the first time protesters in the UK have taken clandestine action on
climate issues. Over the past few years a group calling itself the Tyre
Extinguishers has deflated tyres on sports utility vehicles (SUVs) in several
locations, while this year another group drilled holes in the tyres of cars at a
Land Rover dealership in Cornwall.

The idea of protesters causing JSO levels of disruption - but unlike JSO,
avoiding justice - may send a chill down the spine of many motorists. But Dr
Graeme Hayes, reader in Political Sociology at Aston University, thinks only a
tiny minority of climate campaigners are likely to get involved in such actions.

He has studied environmental protest groups in the UK for decades and says
the more radical groups are finding it increasingly hard to recruit people.

"There is a very strong, profound ethical commitment to being non-violent
within the climate movement so | think whatever it does will be based on those
principles," he says.

'‘Disgruntled people find each other

Others have found legal ways to make their protests heard. A group called the
Citizen's Arrest Network (CAN) is attempting to flip the script by using the law
of public nuisance —implemented so effectively against the disruptive protests
of JSO - against the bosses of fossil fuel and other polluting companies.

The group exploits the right, dating back to medieval England, that allows
citizens to arrest people they think have committed a crime. CAN put together
alleged criminal cases against those company bosses they argue are causing
public nuisance by damaging the environment. Then they "arrest" them in
public, which involves handing them documents detailing the alleged crimes
they are responsible for.

The group claims to have "arrested" a number of executives from fossil fuel
and water companies and last month served indictments against Shell and BP
to the Crown Prosecution Service. Gail Lynch, one of the organisers, says the
group was born out of frustration, "disgruntled people find each other, and
they need a mechanism to have their voice heard," she says.

Drawing the line

These days very few elected politicians speak out in favour of JSO's actions.
Yet as recently as April 2019 Extinction Rebellion (XR) staged 10 days of
protests across the UK that caused widespread disruption and included
blocking Oxford Circus in central London with a large pink boat. Instead of
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lengthy prison sentences for those involved, the protest leaders were instead
rewarded with a meeting with Conservative government ministers.

Within two months the UK parliament had passed a law committing the
country to bringing all greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050. Robert
Jenrick, then a Treasury minister, was one of the ministers who met XR and
was still in post when the Net Zero laws were passed.

| In April 2019 Extinction Rebellion blocked Oxford Circus in central London with a large pink boat

But things are different now and Jenrick, who is now shadow Justice Secretary,
is very critical of JSO's actions.

"It was completely unacceptable that ambulances were being blocked and
millions of commuters were being subjected to hours of delays and misery," he
tells me.

"Just Stop Oil's zealotry has probably set back their cause by alienating the
law-abiding majority."
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| JSO has not been looked at favourably by all the public

Polling evidence suggests there is still strong support for climate action
amongst the public.

Ahead of the general election last year, the polling organisation More in
Common, along with climate think tank ESG, found around 80% of Britons
thought it was important that the government cares about tackling climate
change. This broad sentiment was echoed across the political board - nearly
four out of five Conservative voters and two thirds of Reform voters felt this
way.

But despite this, JSO is not well regarded by the public. A 2023 YouGov poll of
almost 4,000 people found just 17% had a favourable view of the group.

According to Dr Hayes, what happened with JSO has prompted deep
reflection within the climate movement about its future strategy.

There are some within the green movement who will be pleased to see the end
of JSO.



| Some within the green movement will be pleased to see the end of JSO

Rupert Read, a former spokesperson for XR is one of many who believes JSO's
message on the urgency of action on climate change got lost in the outrage
caused by their disruptive campaigning.

"Just Stop Oil has been effective at getting attention," says Read, "but that's
not the same thing as getting real change." They generated a lot of headlines:
"[but] sometimes people give you coverage precisely because they think that
coverage will be bad for you and your cause."

John Gummer, now Lord Deben, was an environment minister under Margaret
Thatcher and chaired the government's watchdog on climate change for a
decade. He has been very critical of successive governments' lack of action on
climate change.

But Lord Deben believes the disruptive actions of groups like JSO are
counterproductive. "l think it annoys people more than it encourages people
to think seriously about the issue," he says.

His advice to people who want to see more action on climate change is to use
the democratic system more effectively, for example by telling MPs and local
councillors about concerns.

Public support
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XR's former spokesperson, Mr Read, believes campaigners should now focus
on building a mass movement. "If we are going to actually win on this, we need
to do something that will bring most people with us because there is no way
one gets to win on climate without bringing most people with one," he says.

He's working with the former head of the Green Party, Caroline Lucas, on a
new organisation, the Climate Majority Project. It lists prominent
Conservatives including Lord Deben among its supporters and aims to use
non-disruptive methods. The focus will be building support for climate action
by focusing on tackling the impacts of extreme weather in local communities.

"The end game is that we get a situation where the political parties are racing
to compete for votes on climate and nature, rather than running away from
them," explains Read.

Naturalist and presenter Chris Packham believes "empowering" voters should
be the focus. "We need a larger number, a larger percentage of our populace,
on board when it comes to being able to talk [...] truth to power."

GETTY IMAGES

| Some climate activists believe that new forms of disruptive protest will emerge in time

But he argues there are real dangers for governments that stifle the voices of
those who have legitimate concerns. "If a government is arrogant enough not
to listen to people protesting and they have good grounds for protest [...]
there are bound to be those people who say we are going to escalate the
protest.”



He helped organise last year's Restore Nature Now march which brought tens
of thousands of people onto the streets and was supported by a whole range
of nature focused organisations including big charities like the National Trust
and RSPB, as well as campaign groups like JSO.

Packham was hoping that by getting a whole range of activists together on a
single stage "they would all see the bigger picture and recognise that there are
far more commonalities between them than differences."

But peaceful climate action does not get the same attention as non-peaceful
action. "We put between 70,000 and 80,000 people on the streets of London,
but because it was a peaceful demonstration made up of kids in fancy dress we
didn't get any coverage," says Packham.

More from InDepth
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It is in this context that Ms Lunnon of JSO believes new forms of disruptive
protest will emerge in time. "The movement is there and will find new ways to
confront the government," she says. "Nobody is shutting up shop and calling it
a day. We know morally that we have to continue."

However it is clear that, for now at least, the model that made JSO so
notorious is dead.

Top picture credit: Getty Images
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UK activist group Just Stop Oil holds its last climate
protest

The group mainly campaigned for UK to end the extraction of oil and gas by 2030.
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Just Stop Oil (JSO) climate activists pose for a picture outside the Shell Centre, behind a large banner during a
protest march in London [Niklas Halle'n/AFP]
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British environmental activist group Just Stop Oil has held its final demonstration O
London, ending three years of high-profile climate protest stunts as they moved their
focus away from civil disobedience.

On Saturday, several hundred supporters walked peacefully through the centre of the
UK capital, from parliament to the headquarters of oil and gas giant Shell, where they
removed their familiar high-vis orange vests.

RECOMMENDED STORIES

UK climate activists get record jail terms for non-violent protest
It's time to tax fossil fuels and shipped goods to fund climate resilience

French government falls: What's next for Macron, Le Pen, France?

The group mainly campaigned for the United Kingdom to end the extraction of oil and
gas by 2030 and had become one of the country’s best-known protest organisations.

In March, the group announced it would halt its headline-grabbing protests, arguing it
had accomplished its initial aim of stopping the UK approving new oil and gas
projects.

More than 3,000 Just Stop Oil protesters have been arrested since it was founded in
2022 and 11 of them are currently in jail, including 58-year-old co-founder Roger
Hallam. Five more are due to be sentenced in May.

Stunts by its activists included targeting Vincent van Gogh‘s Sunflowers painting with

tomato soup and daubing the historical landmark Stonehenge with orange paint
powder.

They also disrupted theatre and sporting events, including tennis matches at
Wimbledon.

Over the years, the actions have drawn condemnation from politicians, police and
some sections of the public.
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But the group claimed a victory after the UK Labour government halted new oil and
gas exploration licences in the North Sea.

Labour has distanced itself from Just Stop Oil, however. Prime Minister Keir Starmer
criticised its actions and said protesters should face the full force of the law.

Advertisement

Mel Carrington, a spokesperson for the protest group, said that while its actions had
been “very effective to get press attention”, the re-election of climate change sceptic
Donald Trump as US president had made their work more difficult.

Get instant alerts and updates based on your interests. Be the first to know when big o)
stories happen. )
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“The repression does make it more difficult to mobilise, and the external environment
has changed,” she told the AFP news agency.

Just Stop Oil has been coy about its future strategy, but has said it will “continue to tell
the truth in the courts, speak out for our political prisoners and call out the UK’s op-
pressive anti-protest laws”.

“In the background, we are working with other [similar] groups... to develop a strategy
for what comes next,” said Carrington.

RELATED
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“JSO Plots ‘Criminal Comeback’ GB News Exclusive 16 May 2025 — Transcript
[00:00:00.00] - Speaker 1

Now, | was getting pretty bored of their juvenile antics at the altar of climate change. Their vandals threw
soup over artworks in galleries. They defaced Stonehenge. They ambushed theatre plays in the West
End and blocked traffic, scaled motorway gantries, and doused private jets in paint, and even disrupted
sports events. Just Stop Oil, remember